 TRIMDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Trimdon Parish Council in Trimdon Community College, Elwick View, Trimdon Village on Tuesday 27 September 2022 at 7:00pm
Present: Councillors John Burton (Chair), Ian Coulson, David Smith, Paul Stephens, Les Oliver, Paul Trippett
Joseph Hobson (Clerk to the Council) and County Councillor Chris Varty were in attendance.
59/22
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Rob Gilbert, Bernadette Oliver, Margaret Elliot and George Elliott
Resolved that the apologies be approved.

60/22
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Les Oliver declared an interest in respect of agenda item 

Resolved that the declaration of interest be accepted.

61/22
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no member of the public present.
62/22
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR Chris Varty
Councillor Chris Varty provided the meeting with a written report which is published with these minutes.
63/22
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 11 JULY 2022
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 11 July 2022 had been circulated with the agenda

Resolved that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 11 July 2022 be approved and signed by the Chairman
64/22
UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF RESOLUTIONS OF THE ORIDINARY MEETING HELD ON 11 JULY 2022
The Clerk reported that all of the repairs to play equipment at Trimdon Colliery and Skerne Playparks had been carried out – Minute 56/22 (b).

The Clerk further reported that the new website was up and running and positive feedback had been received since its launch – minute 56/22 (d).

Resolved that the reports be noted.

65/22
FINANCIAL
a) The Clerk gave a verbal update on expenditure approved by the Chairman under Section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations. A written list had been circulated with the agenda.
Resolved that the payments be approved and signed by the Chairman.
b) The Clerk submitted the schedule of payments made between 1 July 2022 and 31 August 2022.
Resolved that the schedule of payments made between 1 July 2022 and 31 August 2022 be approved.
c) The Clerk submitted a schedule of receipts between 1 July 2022 and 31 August 2022.
Resolved that the schedule of receipts between 1 July 2022 and 31 August 2022 be approved.
d) The Clerk submitted bank reconciliation statements (Current Bank Account) between 1 July 2022 and 31 August 2022. This was cross referenced with the Bank Statement. 

Resolved that the bank reconciliation statements (Current Bank Account) between 1 July 2022 and 31 August 2022 be approved and the bank statement be signed by the Chairman.

e) A letter of certification of the Annual Governance and Accountability Review (AGAR) from Mazars the internal auditor had been circulated with the agenda.
Resolved that the letter of certification of the AGAR be noted and published on the Council’s website.

66/22
CLERK’S REPORTS
a) A report outlining the possible future use and management of the Community Garden following the resignation of the two remaining members of its management committee had been circulated with the agenda.

An additional report from Trimdon Grange Community College Association (TCCA) was circulated at the meeting outlining its suggestions for the future use of the Community Garden. Councillor Smith requested that the decision relating to the future arrangements for the Community Garden be postponed to allow members to fully read and consider the option outlined in the report from TCCA.

Resolved that the decision relating to the Community Garden be postponed until the next meeting of the Council.

b) A report on the excessive cost of the telephone line and charges for the Trimdon Grange Cemetery had been circulated with the agenda. The report outlined the more cost-effective options of entering into a contract with the service provider or changing to a mobile option.
Resolved that a contract arrangement for the Trimdon Grange Cemetery telephone line and call charges be approved.
c) A report on grant requests received had been circulated with the agenda. It was noted that only £216.00 remained in the annual grant budget.
Resolved that the Council was unable to agree any grant applications until later in the current financial year due to budgetary pressures.
d) A report proposing the extension of the current van lease by a year until February 2024 had been circulated with the agenda.
Resolved that an extension to the van lease until February 2024 be approved.
e) An email from the Durham County Council forestry officer and the Clerk’s response to a request that the Council pay up front for proposed tree planting in the parish had been circulated with the agenda.
The Clerk reported that he had been in further discussion with the forestry officer and had shared the Council’s concerns of the suggestion that the Council pay up front for tree planting.  Although there was a realistic chance of receiving a grant from Community Forrest post the work being carried out, this still posed a significant obstacle as the forestry officer had not made the Council aware of any such financial commitment and, this had not been planned within the budget. The Clerk further reported that following his raising these concerns, the forestry officer had taken them to his management team. He proposed that Durham County Council pay for the tree planting and that he, as forestry officer, apply for the grant on behalf of the parish. This would negate any financial risk to the parish and, if the grant application was successful, then the parish could reimburse Durham County Council. The forestry officer said he would inform the Clerk once a decision was confirmed.
Resolved that the report be noted.

f) The Clerk gave a verbal report that the local vicar of St Mary Magdelene Church had indicated that she did not wish to be a trustee of the Trust and, that the Council should consider appointing two trustees to the John Airey Trust, to accord with its constitution.
Resolved that David Smith and Paul Trippett be appointed as trustees to the John Airey Trust.
g) The Asset Register report was circulated with the agenda

Resolved that the Asset Register be noted.
67/22
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Resolved that the next meeting will be a group meeting to plan the 2023/2024 budget on Tuesday 18 October 2022 at 7.00 pm. The next Ordinary Meeting will take place on Tuesday 8 November 2022 at 7.00 pm.
email:             clerk@trimdonparishcouncil.gov.uk
telephone:     01431 880224

