 TRIMDON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Trimdon Parish Council in Trimdon Community College, Elwick View, Trimdon Village on Tuesday 13 February 2024 at 6:00pm
Present: Councillors John Burton (Chair), David Smith, Les Oliver, Bernadette Oliver, Paul Stephens, Ian Quinn, Rob Gilbert, Ian Coulson, Densie Davison and Paul Trippett.
Joseph Hobson (Clerk to the Council) and County Councillor Jake Miller were in attendance.
9/24
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillors Margaret Elliott and George Elliott.
Resolved that the apologies for absence be approved.

10/24
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Resolved that no declarations of interest were received.

11/24
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
No members of the public were present.
12/24
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR Jake Miller
County Councillor Jake Miller said that Councillor Varty was unable to attend the meeting due to a school governor meeting. He reported that the County Council is due to meet to agree the budget for 2024/2025 which has been approved by the Council’s Cabinet. In response to a question from Councillor Smith regarding the change in rules for the Fun and Food Programme, which has resulted in it becoming unaffordable for community groups to run the programme, Councillor Miller said the thought this was due to the serious budget restraints and cuts experienced by the County Council
13/24
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 9 January 2024
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 9 January 2024 had been circulated with the agenda.
Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 9 January 2024 be approved and signed by the Chairman.
14/24
UPDATE ON PROGRESS OF RESOLUTIONS OF THE ORIDINARY MEETING HELD ON 19 JANUARY 2024
a) The Clerk reported that he had traced the Planning Inspector’s report regarding the static caravan located near to Watch Bank. The matter has now been referred to the Planning Authority’s enforcement team. 
b) The Clerk also reported that he had raised the matter of the storage unit located near to the fishing ponds on Horse Close Lane but had not received a response from the Planning Authority. 
c) The Clerk said that he had referred members concerns about the poor state of the footpaths on Front Street South to Durham County Council. The referral included a number of photographs demonstrating the poor condition of the path surface.
d) The Clerk informed the Council that the Senior Groundsman had offered his resignation and will retire from the Council, his final date of service being Friday 5 April 2024. This impacts the budget given that several councillors indicated when agreeing the 2024/2025 budget (Minute 96/23), that the Council revisit the grounds team staffing structure should a member of the team leave. Members wished to record thanks to the Senior Groundsman for his nearly 29 years of service and wished him well in retirement.
Resolved that the Clerk call a meeting of the Staffing Committee to examine the grounds team staffing structure post-retirement of the Senior Groundsman.
15/24
PLANNING
	DM/23/03648/FPA
DM/24/00005/FPA


	1 The Links

St Pauls Road

Trimdon Colliery

Trimdon Station

TS29 6BY

8 - 9 Commercial Street

Trimdon Colliery

Trimdon Station

TS29 6AD


	Single storey rear extension

Creation of a new external staircase to the rear of the property to access the first floor residential unit.




Resolved that the Council make no formal response.
16/24
FINANCIAL
a) The Clerk submitted an update on expenditure approved by the Chairman under Section 4.1 of the Financial Regulations. A written list had been circulated with the agenda.
Resolved that the payments be approved and signed by the Chairman.
b) The Clerk submitted the schedule of payments made between 1 January 2024 and 31 January 2024.
Resolved that the schedule of payments made between 1 January 2024 and 31 January 2024 be approved.
c) The Clerk submitted a schedule of receipts between 1 January 2024 and 31 January 2024.
Resolved that the schedule of receipts between 1 January 2024 and 31 January 2024 be approved.
d) The Clerk submitted bank reconciliation statement (Current Bank Account) for 31 January 2024. This was cross referenced with the Bank Statement. 

Resolved that the bank reconciliation statements (Current Bank Account) for 31 January 2024 be approved and the bank statement be signed by the Chairman.
17/24
CLERK’S REPORTS
a) A quotation from CE & CM Walker for grass cutting for the 2024 season had been circulated with agenda. 
Resolved that the grass cutting quotation from CE & CM Walker be approved for the 2024 season.
b) A quotation from Kompan for slide parts to repair the children’s slide at Trimdon Grange.

Resolved that the quotation from Kompan for slide parts be approved.

18/24
COUNCILLOR MATTERS
a) Councillor Smith raised concern at the length of time the repairs to bus shelters were taking especially given some of the stormy weather recently. The Clerk said that an inspection had been undertaken of all bus shelters and a quotation for repair work sought from Comutaports, the original installers. Due to the timescales involved it was considered that the Clerk liaise with the Chairman to agree ordering any necessary work.
b) Councillor Burton said that it had been reported to him that notices relating to the Church at Trimdon Grange had been removed from the Parish noticeboard. The Clerk said that only his grounds team had a key to the notice board and that he would raise the matter with them.

19/24
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Resolved that the next Ordinary Meeting of the Council will be held on Tuesday 12 March 2024 at 6.00 pm.
email:             clerk@trimdonparishcouncil.gov.uk
telephone:     01429 880224

